
 

 

 

 

 

 

March 27, 2020 

 

Minister of Health Patty Hajdu and Minister of Finance Bill Morneau,  

 

Last year, your government introduced a budget that included the notion of working with 

provinces and territories to develop a national school food program as part of the Canada 

Food Policy. On behalf of the Toronto District School Board, I am asking that, after our nation 

recovers from the current health crisis, your government moves forward with the funding and 

implementation of this program. 

We know that well-nourished children are more ready and able to learn, both physically and 

mentally. However, we also know many families in Toronto do not have the means and/or the 

time to provide their children with the most nutritious foods to support their learning and well-

being. A national food program would help address the inequities of food security in our city 

and provide educational opportunities for our students to learn about healthy diets and 

sustainable food systems through practice and school culture.  

While we do work with community partners to offer nutrition programs at our schools, the 

current health crisis has highlighted the need for a more secure and accessible program. 

Currently, schools are closed and families are still in-need of food, but funding and resources 

are limited. While families are waiting on the support from your government, which could take 

time, we are gathering funds from different areas, including our communities, to help those in 

need.  

Again, the TDSB encourages you to move forward with your proposed plan for a national food 

program for schools, which will provide students across the nation with nutritious food to help 

fuel their levels of learning and well-being. 

 

 

https://budget.gc.ca/2019/docs/plan/chap-04-txt-en.html?wbdisable=true#f3
https://budget.gc.ca/2019/docs/plan/chap-04-txt-en.html?wbdisable=true#f3


 

As always, I am happy to discuss this further with you in the near future.  

 

Sincerely,  

 

 

 

Robin Pilkey, CPA, CA, ICD.D 

Chair, Toronto District School Board 


